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»Making refugee students fit for school success: linking language learning with academic
tasks”

With the large influx of refugees to Germany in 2015 and 2016, new topics have gained
importance in the academic discussion on German as a Second/Foreign Language: First, a
focus is on specific needs of learners of German coping with a particularly stressful
psychosocial situation, and thus trauma-sensitive learning environments; second, a large
number of refugees that arrive with no or low levels of competences in German are at the age
for secondary education where both linguistic and subject-specific requirements are rather
specific. Since they have to be integrated into regular school education as quickly as possible,
approaches are needed that prepare them for the specific requirements of school-related
German for Academic Purposes right from the start. The discourse on German as a
Second/Foreign Language therefore needs to be more strongly linked with perspectives from
trauma psychology, literacy studies, and the requirements of the individual subject
pedagogies.

In our contribution, we start by providing a summary of trauma psychology research with a
particular focus on language learning. We then link these insights with a discussion of language
acquisition theories and present a teaching unit for refugee students that is in line with these
theoretical assumptions and illustrates how school-relevant language learning can be
promoted already at early stages of language acquisition. On this basis we argue that we need



a stronger empirical basis for pedagogical recommendations that rest on primarily descriptive
research, and that the temporary attention on refugees can be an entry point for a practical
shift in educational settings towards approaches that embrace heterogeneity and inclusive
teaching in more general terms.

Cornely Harboe & Mainzer-Murrenhoff, M. (2016). ,Bildungssprache von Anfang an?
Vorschlag fir die Gestaltung eines sprach-und kultursensiblen Forderunterrichts von neu
zugewanderten Kindern und Jugendlichen”. In Cornely Harboe, V. Mainzer-Murrenhoff, M. &
Heine, L. (Hrsg.). Unterricht mit neu zugewanderten Kindern und Jugendlichen.
Interdisziplindre Impulse fiir DaF/DaZ in der Schule. Minster: Waxmann. 159-200.

Heine, L. (2016a). , Theoretische Uberlegungen zur Modellierung von integrativem Fach- und
Sprachenlernen®. In: Hinger, Barbara (Hrsg.). Begleitband zur 2. Tagung der Osterreichischen
Gesellschaft fur Fachdidaktik ,Sprachsensibler Sach-Fach-Unterricht — Sprachen im
Sprachunterricht’, 75-93. [https://www.uibk.ac.at/iup/buch_pdfs/zweite-
fachdidaktik/10.152033122-51-2-5.pdf, 12.06.2017]

Heine, L. (2016b). , Erkenntnisse aus der Fremd- und Zweitsprachenforschung und didaktische
Implikationen mit besonderem Blick auf neu zugewanderte Deutschlernende”. In: Cornely
Harboe, Verena, Mainzer-Murrenhoff, M. & Heine, L. (Hrsg.). Unterricht mit neu
zugewanderten Kindern und Jugendlichen. Interdisziplindre Impulse fir DaF/DaZ in der
Schule. Minster: Waxmann, 81-103.



